Buckingham County
Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting
November 15, 2011

At a regular monthly meeting of the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors held on Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buckingham County Agricultural Center, the following members were present:  E.A. “Bill” Talbert, Chairman; I. Monroe Snoddy; Joe N. Chambers, Jr.; Dr. Brian D. Bates; Danny R. Allen and John D. Kitchen, Jr.  F.D. “Danny” LeSueur was absent.  Also present were Rebecca S. Carter, County Administrator; Karl Carter, Asst. County Administrator; Rebecca S. Cobb, Zoning Administrator; and E.M. Wright, Jr., County Attorney.

Re:  Quorum Present

Chairman Talbert certified there was a quorum-six members present.  The meeting could continue.

Re:  Call to Order, Invocation, and Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Talbert called the meeting to order and Supervisor Bates gave the invocation. The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all who were in attendance.

Re:  Approval of Agenda

Supervisor Chambers moved, Supervisor Snoddy seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to approve the agenda and the following addendum:

K.	Department/Agencies
	5.	Consider bids for concrete slab at Gene Dixon Park

L.  Other Matters for Board Consideration
	7.  Consider adopting a resolution in support of the Virginia Commission on the 	  	  	     Bicentennial of the War of 1812.

O.	Information
	2.  November 8, 2011 election results

Re:  Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Snoddy moved, Supervisor Kitchen seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes as presented.



Re:  Approval of Claims

Supervisor Chambers moved, Supervisor Snoddy seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to approve the claims as presented.

Re:  Announcements

Chairman Talbert asked for any announcements.

There were none.

Re:   Public Comment

Chairman Talbert asked for any public comments.

There were none.

Re:  Presentation of Resolution in Memoriam to the Family of Frederick L. Palmore, Sr.

Resolution in Memoriam 
Frederick Lewis Palmore, Sr.

Whereas, Frederick Lewis Palmore, Sr. departed this life on Friday, June 24, 2011 at the age of 75.

Whereas,  Frederick Lewis Palmore, Sr. was born April 4, 1936 to the late Rosa Palmore Duncan and Ernest Dabney Palmore, Sr.  Freddie was preceded in death by his brother, Ernest “Junior” Dabney Palmore, Jr. and a granddaughter, Kelsey Ann Palmore.

Whereas,  Frederick Lewis Palmore, Sr. was survived by his wife of 53 years, Mary Rush Palmore; four sons:  Frederick Lewis Palmore, Jr. and wife, Phyllis; John Dabney Palmore and wife, Betty; Ronnie Wayne Palmore, Sr. and wife, Barbara; and Paul Anthony Palmore and wife, Sharon; two sisters:  Mildred Ragland and husband, Odell; and Evelyn Nicholas and husband, Kayo; one brother, Everett “Buddy” Palmore and wife, Peggy; eight grandchildren:  Stacy Palmore Love and husband, David; Amanda Elizabeth Palmore; Ronnie Wayne Palmore, Jr.; Frederick Lewis Palmore, III and wife, Misty; Reva Palmore Allen and husband, Brian; Jessica Palmore Price and husband, Chad;  Austin Wade Palmore and Hannah Grace Palmore; and six great-grandchildren:  Elizabeth Ashton Love; Mary Emma Love; David Ashton Love, Jr.; Joseph Franklin Love; Jacob Lewis Palmore and Abigail Grace Palmore. Freddie is also survived by his beloved Jack Russell, Windy.

Whereas, Frederick Lewis Palmore, Sr. served on the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors from May, 1985 to February 1992.  He was Master Mason in George Lodge 32 in Howardsville for 45 years.  He was a lifelong member of Glenmore United Methodist Church.  Freddie opened and operated Midway Market and Palmore’s Auto Service.

Whereas, Frederick Lewis Palmore, Sr. was loved and respected by all who knew him and will be greatly missed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors does, in memoriam on this 15th  day of November, 2011, pay tribute to and express it’s highest esteem for Frederick Lewis Palmore, Sr. and extends its deepest sympathy to his loved ones.
Talbert:  Mrs. Carter will be reading a resolution and Supervisor Chambers will be presenting to a family that I have loved for a long time.  Freddie Palmore, I loved him dearly.  He was a man of high honor, honesty and respect.  I know he is in a better place with Jesus tonight.  We have a resolution that we would like to present to the family.  If the Palmore family will come forth as Becky reads it.  

Mrs. Carter:  Before I read this resolution, I also would like to express my personal thank you and sympathy to the family.  I’ve served as County Administrator under both Freddie and Mary.  We’ve had a good working relationship as well as developed a friendship.  

Mrs. Carter then read the resolution.

Chambers:  To the Palmore family, it gives me a great honor to present this for a man that touched so many lives in Buckingham County. His legacy will live on.  I say to the Palmore family that death is a powerful thing.  But one thing death can not take from you is the love that you have for your loved one.  The love we have for Freddie will live on in our hearts.  God bless you.  

Ronnie Palmore:  Mr. Chairman, members of the Board of Supervisors.  I tell you it’s tough.  I miss him more today then I did the day he died.  It doesn’t get any easier.  But I know that my father touched the lives of thousands of people.  Especially the people of Buckingham County. He never met a stranger.  His legacy will live on.  I’ve got three wonderful brothers here and a lot of Freddie is inside of them.  They do a wonderful job and they will continue to touch people’s lives.  Thank you for yalls fellowship that yall had with him.

Paul Palmore:  Mr. Chairman, Board of Supervisors, thank everybody for attending.  I’m the youngest.  My dad was a very good man.  I can honestly stand right here before you knowing…and can honestly say that he didn’t have an enemy in the world that I know of.  What a legacy that is.  To live 75 years and not have a hard feeling toward another person.  I would highly suggest to anybody, if your dad is still living, just call him up and tell him how much you love him.  I never would have thought the day my dad was buried and I looked up there my life of 44 years came down to one red rose that I laid on his casket.  I’m like Ronnie, I miss him but we are going to be alright.  

Talbert:  I want to say something, Paul said and when he said it he meant if from all his brothers, at the casket, he looked at his mama and said you will never lack for nothing.  That’s a wonderful thing, what a love of a family.  Because in this auction business, I go to a whole lot of family and especially this five sisters in a family that never spoke to each other and you just can’t go through life like this.  But this is a loving family here.  

There was applause from the audience for the Palmore Family.

Re:  VDOT:  Road Matters

Chairman Talbert asked for any VDOT matters.

There were none.

Talbert:  I know we want all unpaved roads paved but that’s coming I hope one of these days.  I’ll never forget one time this lady stood up and talked about unpaved road, that’s when another person was resident engineer here and said that you have to get on the six year plan.  She said "Sir, I’ve been on it for 18 years".  But anyway, we do all we can do.

Re:  Consider Scheduling a Public hearing for a SUP request 11-SUP-205 for a communication tower

Cobb:  I have provided you with 11-SUP-205 from National Communications Towers, Inc. for a special use permit for a telecommunications tower.  The tower is proposed as a 195’ monopole with the ability to hold 6 carriers.  The request is located on the property of Harold Davis and is on Tax Map Section 152, Parcel 36, containing an approximate 20 acres off of Rt. 60 (E. James Anderson Hwy.) in the Curdsville Magisterial District.

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on September 26, 2011 and continued the case for more information from the consultants on October 24, 2011.  During the public hearing two people spoke in favor of the tower. The property owner also supplied 20 letters of support form residents in the neighborhood.  During the hearing two citizens spoke against the tower siting the tower was not needed because the Kyanite tower could serve the area, there was good service already in the area, and the proposed tower was not in the best location.  After hearing the comments the Planning commission decided to pose the three concerns mentioned during the hearing to Cityscape. On October 24th, Cityscape discussed the issues with the Planning commission and the Planning Commission decided to follow Cityscapes recommendation of approval.

In addition to the four conditions recommended by Cityscape, I recommend the following:

1. That all federal, state, and local regulations, ordinances and laws be strictly adhered to.
2. In the event that any one or more of the conditions is declared void for any reason whatever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of the permit, which shall remain in full force and effect, and for this purpose, the provisions of this are hereby declared to be severable.
3. That any infraction of the above mentioned conditions could lead to a stop order and discontinuation of the special use permit, if it be the wishes of the Planning Commission or Board of Supervisors.
4. The County Zoning Administrator and one other County staff member, as appointed by the County Administrator, shall be allowed to enter the property at any time to check for compliance with the provisions of this permit.  Upon entering the property the inspectors shall attempt to notify the landowner of their presence on the property.
5. If the building permit is not obtained within six months form the date of approval then the Special Use Permit shall be null and void.
6. That the applicant(s) understands the conditions and agrees to the conditions
7. Tower shall not be constructed until a tenant is ready to locate on the tower immediately after building
8. The construction of the tower must be complete within two years from the date of approval.

The Board must set a public hearing on this request.  Please consider setting a hearing for December 12th.

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to set a public hearing to hear public comments regarding 11-SUP-205 at the December 12, 2011 meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Re:  Public Hearing for proposed amendment to the RPUD-1 District in the Zoning Ordinance

Cobb:  Tonight we do have a public hearing for changes to the Zoning Ordinance.  The changes are Residential Planned Unit Development (RPUD-1) District.  I have provided you all with a copy of those changes and they are mostly about the septic system.  Originally the RPUD said you have to hook to public water and sewer.  We are loosing that up to say that if you have appropriate soils you can do a private septic system.  We are requiring a 100% reserve for those systems.  That is just a quick summary of those changes.

Chairman Talbert declared the Pubic Hearing open for public comment.

There were none.

Chairman Talbert declared the Public Hearing closed. 

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Snoddy seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to approve the amendments to the RPUD-1 District in the Zoning Ordinance.

Re:  Karl Carter, Transportation Enhancement Update and Change Order

Mr. Carter:  Back in September, I provided you with an update on the project and informed you that the match requirement has been met and this project is now active again.

The project team along with the architects met and started discussing the project again.  If you remember on the things we had proposed last year was a grass strip in the sidewalk area to act as a buffer.  After discussing with the team and the architects, the grass strip was an issue of maintenance.  The discussion came down to who would maintain the grass in terms of mowing and the committee thought a grass strip would hold more trash and debris from the bark and chips from the logging trucks on down to the sand and salts from the winter chemicals used by VDOT.

The second issue was the removal of lights along the sidewalk.  The lights were removed from the plans in order to get more sidewalk in this first phase.  According to the architects we can increase the amount of sidewalk in this first phase from 800 to 920 feet if we remove the light fixtures from this phase. It was the consensus of the group to get as much sidewalk as we can and get the lights in another phase because we still have the conduit put in this first phase.

The engineering firm is proposing a $5,000 change order to make the above changes and because of the delay in services.  As I pointing out in September, there was a significant delay in this project due to the match requirements being met with VDOT and the changes are listed for your viewing.  This $5,000 will be paid for with the grant. 

Changes:

1.  Remove lighting
2.  Increase sidewalk length from 800 feet to 920 feet.
3.  Remove the grass strip and make all hard surface.

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to approve the changes and the $5,000 change order.

Re:  Consider Commonwealth Regional Council Charter Agreement

Mrs. Carter:  During the October meeting I provided you with proposed amendments to the Commonwealth Regional Council’s Charter Agreement.  During that meeting you tabled that resolution so that the Board members could express their concerns to the County Administrator to relay back to the CRC.

We did express a concern regarding variable fee structure to the CRC Board.  Also Cumberland County expressed some concern with Section 4.2 and Section 9.1 line 5.  However, the CRC Board has chosen to bring the matter back to Cumberland and Buckingham without incorporating your recommendations.  I was told at the meeting that it was the consensus of the CRC Chairman that those with concerns had been contacted and had a better understanding of the proposed amendments.  So I bring this back to you for your consideration.

Supervisor Bates moved, Supervisor Kitchen seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to adopt the Charter Agreement with Commonwealth Regional Council.

Re:  Consider Snow removal bid

Talbert:  How did we do it last year?

Mrs. Carter:  This is the way we did it last year.  We bid it out per even or season.  We only received one bid and that was from Talbott Wood Products and that was:

	
	All County properties, parking areas, sidewalks and steps:		$1,245 per event
	All Solid Waste Sites:							$1,245 per event

The previous contract was $750 per event for county properties and $925 per event for all solid waste sites.

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to award the bid for snow removal to Talbott Wood Products for $1,245 per event for County properties and $1,245 per event for Solid Waste sites.

Re:  Request to Waive County Building Permit Fees, Erosion and Sediment Control Fee and Bond for Manteo-Yogaville Response

Bates:  I move to waive the fees…

Mrs. Carter:  May I add something, you can waive the fees but it has to be understood that they still have to provide the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan.

Bates:  Right, the fees they don’t have to do but they still have to do the plan, correct?

Mrs. Cobb:  They have submitted their plan.  They have not put up the bond.

Mrs. Carter:  The bond is to ensure that it is done correctly.

Mrs. Cobb:  The bond will cover any cost if there are erosion problems and the contractor disappears, the bond will cover the cost to correct any erosion issues.

Chambers:  Shouldn’t the bond be posted before we vote on this?

Mrs. Cobb:  They are requesting to waive the bond.  That is your decision as to whether you decide to allow them to not put up a bond.

Bates:  My recollection is that it’s been fairly standard practice when we are dealing with volunteer organizations with the county, is that your recollection?

Mrs. Cobb:  I don’t know about the E&S bond issue.

Mrs. Carter:  We’ve never been addressed with a volunteer organization needing one since we had this requirement.

Bates:  How about when the rescue squad built their new building?

Mrs. Carter:  You have to disrupt more than an acre and I don’t think that they did.

Mrs. Cobb:  That was before my time, I don’t know.

Bates:  I’ll amend my motion, we’ll waive the fees for right now, but if you could bring back a further recommendation on the bond at the next meeting?

Mrs. Cobb:  Okay.

Bates:  I withdraw the previous motion.

Supervisor Bates moved, Supervisor Allen seconded… 

Chambers:  We are waiving the fees tonight?

Bates:  Building permit fee and erosion and sediment control fee yes, but not the bond.

Kitchen:  They are still going to have to put the bond up to do the project.  What are they doing out there?

Bates:  They are building a 4-bay garage for the two fire trucks, emergency response vehicle and the Red Cross.

Mrs. Carter:  Have they done any of the erosion and sediment control?

Mrs. Cobb:  No, they haven’t done this.  They haven’t gotten any permits yet because we haven’t resolved the issue about the bond.

Mrs. Carter:  Do you know what the cost of the bond is?  

Mrs. Cobb:  No.  It will probably be thousands of dollars.

Kitchen:  Rebecca, do we have a set of plans for it?  I’ll slip by and look at them.

Bates:  By voting on this motion, if they determine they have money to do the bond, if they determine they don’t they can come back to the Board next month.

Supervisor Bates moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and the motion was passed with a 5-1 vote to waive the fees for the building permit and erosion and sediment control permit and to have Mrs. Cobb bring back a recommendation on the bond at the December meeting.  Supervisor Bates, Allen, Snoddy, Talbert and Kitchen voting in favor; Supervisor Chambers opposed.

Re:  Consider bids for Concrete Slab at Gene Dixon Park

Bids were solicited for a 26 x 32 concrete slab to be located at Gene Dixon Ball Park for a storage building to house the department’s tractor.

Bids were received by the following:
Baird Construction:		$4320
Collins Concrete:		$3985
Hughes/Morales Concrete	$4580

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisors Bates and Snoddy seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to award the bid for the concrete slab at Gene Dixon Park to Collins Concrete at a bid price of $3985.

Re:  Consider Resolution in Support of Public Education in Virginia

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IN VIRGINIA

WHEREAS, per pupil state funding for public education has been reduced by more than13% since 2009, and

WHEREAS, neither the requirements of the Standards of Learning and of No Child Left Behind, nor the overall costs of operating the public schools have been reduced, and

WHEREAS, state funding for public education does not reflect the true cost of constructing, staffing, equipping, operating and maintaining schools that perform at the level needed to meet the requirements of the Standards of Quality and the Standards of Learning, and

WHEREAS, none of the $544.8 million FY2011 budget surplus has been proposed to be allocated to K-12 public education.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors in support of the Board of Directors of the Virginia School Boards Association respectfully requests the Governor to allocate a fair share of the $544.8 million FY2011 budget surplus to K-12 public education, to begin to restore funds cut fromK-12 public education in Fiscal Years 2009, 2010, and 2011.

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Snoddy and Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to adopt the above Resolution in Support of Public Education in Virginia.

Re:  Consider Resolution in Support of local Tax Relief and Education Program

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LOCAL TAX RELIEF 
AND EDUCATION REFORM


WHEREAS, 	the Elementary and Secondary Education Act was passed in 1965 and last reauthorized in 2001 and passed into law as No Child Left Behind (NCLB) with huge bipartisan support and was effective January 8, 2002,

WHEREAS, NCLB has man admirable student goals, 

WHEREAS, NCLB has performance benchmarks with penalties for schools, school systems, teachers, administrators, etc.,

WHEREAS, NCLB has never received the federal funding that was promised,

WHEREAS, NCLB continues to require increases in student achievement, 

WHEREAS, NCLB funding has not increased at the same rate as student benchmarks,

WHEREAS, the number of school divisions in the Commonwealth of Virginia meeting Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) has fallen to only four (3% of the 132 school divisions) for 2011-2012,

WHEREAS, the reauthorization for NCLB should have been done in 2007,

WHEREAS, Congress has refused to act to reauthorize and make necessary improvements to NCLB,

WHEREAS, President Obama’s administration is proposing exemptions for states to NCLB, but with strings attached, 

WHEREAS, Governor McDonnell is urging the State Board of Education to raise the level of rigor for students along with numerous other proposals, but without the promise of new revenue to fund them, 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth’s contribution to education has dropped 13% since 2009,

WHEREAS, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is only funded at 15% by the federal government, instead of the 40% that is authorized, 

WHEREAS, local governments are required to commit significant amounts of money to education that should be provided by the federal and state governments (in some cases 50% or more of their real estate taxes), and

WHEREAS, Virginia’s citizens cannot afford to continue paying local taxes for under-funded federal and state educational requirements,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED Buckingham County Board of Supervisors respectfully requests that the Virginia School Boards Association (VSBA), Virginia Association of Counties (VACo), Virginia Municipal League (VML) and other relevant parties work together to bring all available resources to educate the elected officials, administrators, and citizens on the urgent need to have Congress immediately fund IDEA and NCLB so that the local tax burden is immediately lifted; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Congress immediately reauthorize NCLB with the needed improvements that will enhance the education of our children so that the children of the Commonwealth of Virginia WILL be able to receive a complete, quality education to prepare them to become productive citizens of this commonwealth and country.

Supervisor Snoddy moved, Supervisor Kitchen seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to adopt the above Resolution in Support of Local Tax Relief and Education Program.

Re:  Consider Additional Holiday for Employees

Supervisor Chambers has asked that I bring to your consideration the following Holiday Calendar:

Thanksgiving Holiday:  That the County Government Offices will be closed all day on Wednesday November 23rd instead of half day.

Christmas Holiday:  That the County Government Offices will be closed all day on Friday, December 23rd instead of half day.

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to approve the above holiday schedule for 2011.

Re:  Consider proposed Renewal of Contract with Comcast

 Mrs. Carter:  A request has been made for a renewal of this agreement.  I have asked Mr. Wright to review it but I believe we have to have a public hearing to approve.

Mr. Wright:  Mr. Chairman, in reviewing the contents of this agreement, the public has the right to comment.  You can set said public hearing at 7:30 for the public to comment on the services provided by Comcast.   At that time I’ll have some recommendations specifically to extend.

Supervisor Bates moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to set a public hearing at the December 12, 2011 meeting at 7:30 p.m. to hear public comments regarding the renewal of the franchise agreement with Comcast.

Re:  Legislative Priorities

The Commonwealth Regional Council has requested each locality to present priority legislative issues.  While we have many legislative issues with the more demand on local government tax payers to pay for mandates made by the state, I have listed some that I feel present the most financial stress on Buckingham County.

2012 BUCKINGHAM COUNTY
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
PROPOSED NOVEMBER 15, 2012


The Buckingham County Board of Supervisors has developed the following legislative positions for consideration by VACo and our representatives to the General Assembly.

1.  Provide adequate funding for all State mandates, including positions in offices of Magistrate, Sheriff, Clerk of Court, Treasurer, Commissioner of Revenue and Commonwealth Attorney.
2. Provide for the restoration of  the 13% reduction per pupil of state funding for public education 
3. That the State provide recurring money for school facility debt service on a per pupil basis and in addition to SOQ funding, to establish a permanent revenue source and formula for distributing school construction and debt service funding to localities.
4. For Congress to Immediately Fund the American’s with Disabilities Act (IDEA) and the No Child Left behind (NCLB) so that the local tax burden is immediately lifted.
5. Assure that the Authority of Taxing or Non-Taxing of Machinery and Tools remain with the Local Government.  
6. The Comprehensive Services Act should provide that court-ordered children be classified as “mandated” for the purposes of receiving state reimbursement.
7. That the State re-assume the responsibility of  the Line of Duty Act and re-assume the cost of the LODA  instead of making it a local responsibility
8. Amend Section 58.1-3511A of the Code of Virginia requiring that sit us for assessment and taxation of personal property, merchants capital and machinery and tools will in the county, district, town or city in which the property is “normally used, located or held out for sale” instead of where the property “may be physically located on tax day.”  
9. To insure that the State maintains the responsibility of financing the Highways and Road in the Commonwealth.
10. Require that VDOT implement a Plan with the local governing body to establish maintenance priorities.  

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Bates seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to approve the above priorities to be submitted.

Re:  Consider offering comments on the proposed regulations governing Medicaid Eligibility Changes under the Affordable Care Act of 2010

This next issues is regarding the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  This is a letter asking the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services to issue regulations and/or guidelines that prohibits states from terminating Medicaid eligibility solely on the grounds that inmates are in a public institutions.  It amends the definition of inmates of a public institution to provide that individuals pending disposition of charges are not excluded; and ensures that application and coordination policies enable incarcerated individuals to apply for any relevant type of health coverage.  As it stands right now, when someone is institutionalized in, for example our regional jail, our region pays for all their health care.  They no longer have any health insurance.  I believe I talked to Mr. Frank Knott, it runs about $200-300,000 per year.  This is asking them to reconsider and if they have health insurance or Medicaid or Medicare that it be continued while incarcerated.  We also have to provide health care for juvenile detention also.  Eventually that will leak out to localities putting in more money.  This is encouraging the Department of Health and Human services to change their definition.

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to authorize Mrs. Carter to send a letter to the Center of Medicare and Medicaid Services.

Re:  Consider adopting a resolution in support of the Virginia Commission on the Bicentennial of the War of 1812

A Resolution to Commemorate and Support the 
Bicentennial of the American War of 1812 in Virginia

Whereas, the American War of 1812 was fought between the United State and Britain from June 18, 1812 through February 18, 1815, in Virginia and Maryland, along the Canadian border, along the western frontier, along the Gulf Coast, and through naval engagements in the Great Lakes and the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans; and

Whereas, the strategic location of the Chesapeake Bay near the nation’s capitol made it a prime target for the British, and the coast of Virginia figured prominently in the Atlantic theatre of operations; and

Whereas, there were some 73 armed encounters with the British that took place in Virginia during the war, and Virginians actively fought in Maryland, Virginia and Ohio and in naval engagements; and

Whereas, an estimated 70,000 Virginians served during the American War of 1812; and

Whereas, the American War of 1812 helped forge a national identity among the American states and laid the groundwork for a national system of homeland defense and a professional military within the United States; and

Whereas, the bicentennial of the American War of 1812 provides an opportunity for all Americans to commemorate the independence for which our forefathers so bravely fought; and

Whereas, the 2009 Virginia General Assembly established the Virginia Bicentennial of the American War of 1812 Commission to lead the Commonwealth’s commemoration of the bicentennial of America’s Forgotten War, the Second War of Independence, and localities throughout the State have been requested to commemorate the bicentennial locally with appropriate activities and to participate in the several signature events and other numerous programs and activities have been planned for the Commonwealth;







Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Buckingham that:

	The Board of Supervisors of the County of Buckingham commemorates the bicentennial of the American War of 1812 in Virginia, and will endeavor to support the commemoration through locally developed activities and participation in statewide bicentennial events and programs;

Be it resolved further that the Board of Supervisors of Buckingham County hereby notifies the Virginia Bicentennial of the American War of 1812 Commission of its agreement to execute local activities and to participate in statewide events and programs to commemorate the bicentennial of the American War of 1812 in Virginia.

Adopted this 15th day of November, 2011.

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Snoddy seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to adopt the above resolution in support of the Virginia Commission on the Bicentennial of the War of 1812.

Re:  County Attorney Matters

There were none.

Re:  VDOT Organizational Changes

The next issue is VDOT implemented organizational changes which restructured many of VDOT’s functional areas.  Among the changes made was the creation of two local government liaison positions in the Lynchburg District to coordinate and communicate with local governments and attend regular meetings of the Boards of Supervisors.  One of these local Government liaison positions, Jorg Huckabee-Mayfield, has been your primary point on contact with VDOT since that time.

Throughout the past year and a half, they have been monitoring and evaluating how well these positions have been serving the needs of the localities.  It has been observed, in practice, is that the majority of questions and issues that arise at Board of Supervisors meetings pertain to roadway maintenance issues.  Therefore, in order to provide a more direct and timely response, Kevin Wright, our local residency administrator will be attending these meetings going forward and will now serve as the primary point of contact for the County in resolving issues pertaining to VDOT that may arise.  This transition in duties from the existing local government liaison to the residency administrator will take place over the next 60 days.



Re:  Peter Francisco Soil and Water Conservation District/Old Dominion RC&D

I received a letter to Susie Hampton, Chairperson of the RC&D from the Peter Francisco Soil and Water Conservation District.  Cassandra Stish is our representative on the RC&D.  I understand that they are having some financial difficulty with loss of state and federal money. I believe she will be making a report to you all in the next several months regarding her findings serving on that board.  I wanted to let you know that there is no longer a partnership with RC&D and Peter Francisco S&WCD.  That’s due to their shortage of money too.

Re:  Report from Auditor of Public Accounts

We have a report from the Auditor of Public Accounts regarding the collections and remittances of the Treasurer, Commissioner of Revenue, and Sheriff of the locality indicated for the year ended June 30, 2011.  Their primary objectives were to determine that the officials have maintained accountability over Commonwealth collections, established internal controls, and complied with state laws and regulations.

The results of their tests found the constitutional officers complied in all material respects with the state laws, regulations and other procedures relating to the receipt, disbursement, and custody of state funds.

Re:  James River Trail Conceptual Plan Review

You have all received a copy of the James River Heritage Trail Conceptual Plan for review.  We’ve just provided that to you and if you have any comments, we’ll be glad to refer those for you.

Re:  Information regarding proposed legislation regarding taxing of wireless telephone service providers and property

The Wireless Tax Fairness Act of 2011 initiatives would preempt state and local taxing authority by prohibiting any new “discriminatory” taxes on wireless service providers and property for five years.  The local governments should oppose this legislation (House Bill 1002 and Senate Bill 543) and regulatory initiatives that would preempt state and local taxing authority.  Any legislation that affects telecommunications taxes must be revenue neutral to the locality and between providers and allow for growth in tax revenues as the service or industry grows.  Proponents of this legislation claim that the wireless industry is overly taxed compared to other businesses, which has negatively impacted growth and broadband deployment.  A study released by the National Association of Counties and other national local government associations disputes the telecommunications industry’s argument that is subject to a greater tax burden than general businesses nationwide.  The industry, the report concludes, unfairly mixes taxes with user fees and fails to disclose that telecommunications companies pay significantly lower corporate income taxes than other businesses.  The Wireless industry’s allocations that the current tax policies have slowed down the growth of the wireless industry are under cut by the fact that as of mid-6ear 2010, there are over 292 million cell phone subscribers in the United States, representing 93% of the nations’ total population.  It has been determined that state and local taxes of wireless services are not an obstacle to wireless broadband deployment-it is the broader economics of the wireless communications industry that is the reason for slower (or non-existent) deployment in rural areas.  Providers target areas of deployment where they will receive the greatest return on their investment areas with higher population that will lead to greater penetration and higher revenues per mile of construction.  Providing the industry with preferential tax treatment is unlikely to change investment choices and may simply serve to convert those funds that would otherwise have accrued to localities in this fragile economic environment into carrier profits.  In order for states and local communities to continue to recover from the declined economy, they must have at their disposal all the tools and resources available to balance their budgets, preserve and create jobs and provide essential services.  This proposed bill will take away yet another one of these tools at the expense of other taxpayers and businesses.  This wireless industry is just on of many industries requesting that Congress preempt state and local taxing authority.  If Senate Bill 543 becomes law, Congress will continue to be flooded with demands from other industries such as rental care and online travel companies, seeking exemption from state and local taxation.  I urge you to speak with your representatives and encourage that this proposed legislation not be approved into law.

I ask that you authorize me to oppose the Wireless Tax Fairness Act of 2011.

We used to collect our own communication tax.  Now they collect it and give us a percentage of it back.  But we do get more money because they have more ability to collect from the wireless telephone.  But now if they start pulling back on the taxing authority, we will lose that.  We get about $200,000 on that.

Bates:  Becky, if you would send a copy of that letter to Hurt, Webb and Warner. They are the ones that will have to do something about it.

Re:  21st Annual Community Tree Lighting

Next item, we would like to invite you and the public to the lighting of the Community Christmas Tree.  It will be Friday, December 2 at 7:00 pm. on the courthouse lawn.  We will have entertainment from the Jones Family, 4-H Students, Dillwyn Baptist Church Choir, and Sawtelle School of Dance will perform and a Christmas story will be read by Joyce Nelson.  Also Housewright Museum and Lee Wayside will have refreshments and events also.

Re:  VACo Supervisor’s Forum

It used to be that this forum was opened up to new supervisors but this year they are offering the forum to concentrate to newly elected, incumbent supervisors and administration.  It will be concentrating on critical issues facing counties today like financial responsibilities, schools, economic development and more.  



Re:  Other Board Matters

Chambers:  I’d like to make a motion that we ask the county administrator to send the same procedure to all the business in the county to get bids on working on the county vehicles.

Kitchen:  That’s all county vehicles.

Chambers:  All County Vehicles.

Kitchen:  Second.  

Bates:  What exactly are we asking Becky to do?

Chambers:  Get the hourly rate and…like we did…the same procedure we did with the trash trucks so that all the business will have a chance to get their fair share. 

Talbert:  That’s on everything, sheriff’s office, county office, everything.  

Mrs. Carter:  I want to get this straight.  You said get an hourly rate?  When we did it with the Solid Waste vehicles, is that the way you want it done where they list labor and parts and everything.

Chambers:   Right.  

Mrs. Carter:  I would like to work on the RFP that would go out and bring it back to you in December so I would have it exactly the way you want it then we could put it out.

Chambers:  Could you bring it to the Transportation Committee?  Transportation Committee meet with you?

Mrs. Carter:  That would be good.

Supervisor Chambers moved, Supervisor Kitchen seconded to have Mrs. Carter work with the Transportation Committee to develop a RFP for work on ALL County Vehicles.  The motion passed with a 4-2 vote with Supervisors Chambers, Kitchen, Talbert, and Allen voting in favor and Supervisors Bates and Snoddy opposing.

Kitchen:  I have one more matter.  When we approved the computer for the school, we didn’t have exact price on that and we need two (for the fingerprinting).  So I would like to ask to appropriate $2600 to purchase another computer.  

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to appropriate $2600 to purchase another computer for the school fingerprinting.

Talbert:  What this does is it’s so much faster and so much precision, the children we’ve been fingerprinting will be done on computer not writing out papers and taking it down it will be on the national.

Kitchen:  The computers are not that high, but the software for the fingerprinting is expensive.

Talbert:  It will be county property.

Talbert:  There is one person I would like to recognize here tonight.  He took over a job that I thought, his uncle had it before and they worked outside.  Ronnie Palmore would you stand.  He does an excellent job.  This is Ronnie Palmore, head of your transportation department of the schools in Buckingham County.   He takes care of all the buses and has excellent drivers.  Thank you for a great job you are doing.  If you want to make a comment on that new building you’ve got up there, you are welcome to do it.  We supported you 100% on that.

Ronnie Palmore:   Thank you.  You’ve put me on the spot here.  I’ve never heard the first complaint about how nice the facility is.  Yall worked along with the school board to help us get this.  The mechanics are working indoors now.  I can’t thank you all enough.  I haven’t heard the first complaint.  It’s a wonderful building and I can’t think you all enough.  

Talbert:   People do not realize the responsibility this man has got and he has some excellent bus drivers.  Your children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren are in his hands and he does an excellent job.

There was applause for Mr. Palmore.

Re:  Executive Session

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to enter into executive closed session under §2.2-3711-A.7-Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body; and consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel.

Re:  Return to Regular Session

Supervisor Allen moved, Supervisor Chambers seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to return to regular session.

Re:  Certification

Supervisor Kitchen moved, Supervisor Snoddy seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to certify that to the best of each Board member’s knowledge only public business matters as were identified by the motion by which the closed executive meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the executive closed session.

There was no action taken as a result of the executive closed session.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Talbert declared the November 14, 2011 meeting adjourned.


ATTEST:



_________________________________	___________________________________
Rebecca S. Carter				Ernest A. “Bill” Talbert
County Administrator				Chairman
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